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Guide to Tribunal and Incident Reporting

Understanding Incident and Tribunal Reports
Incidents and Tribunal Reports are both mechanisms for addressing behavioural issues within
the basketball community, but they differ in severity and process.

Incidents

Incidents encompass a range of less serious occurrences that nonetheless warrant attention
and resolution. Examples may include disputes between coaches and referees or instances of
inappropriate behaviour from spectators.

Incident Reporting Procedure
Club officials, referees, supervisors, or DVBA staff members can submit incident reports.

Reports are typically sent via email to DVBA, ensuring all pertinent details are included.

Individual spectators, witnesses or club members can submit reports, but they must be sent
through and vetted by clubs. Clubs may then forward these on to DVBA with all the pertinent
information.

Review and Investigation
Upon receiving an incident report, DVBA initiates an investigation, seeking to understand
factors such as the severity and context of the incident.

Depending on the involved parties and circumstances, DVBA may request statements or
accounts from referees, supervisors, coaches, players, or withesses.

Outcome Determination
DVBA carefully evaluates the incident and determines an appropriate course of action.

Potential outcomes range from informal warnings to formal written warnings or, in severe
cases, suspensions from DVBA competitions.

Informal warning: The person or team will be noted but no action will be taken, or the club are
just asked to have a conversation to prevent any potential future incidents.

Formal Warning: The offending person will be given a formal written warning and noted on
DVBA'’s register.
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Suspensions or bans: Usually only if an individual or team offend for a second time after being
warned, DVBA can, according to the By-laws, suspend or ban from DVBA competitions. This is
just from DVBA competitions, not from all competitions or venues.

Tribunal Reports
Reserved for more serious offenses, Tribunal Reports follow a structured process outlined by
Basketball Victoria's By-laws, with specific penalties for predefined offenses.

Can only be submitted by authorised club officials, referees, supervisors, or DVBA staff.

DVBA reserves the right to initiate a Tribunal Report based on substantial evidence or video
footage.

Tribunal Reporting Procedure
Tribunal Reports can only be submitted by authorised individuals, including club officials,
referees, supervisors, or DVBA staff.

These reports adhere to Basketball Victoria's Tribunal Process.

Reporting officials may opt for an alternative procedure for minor offenses, expediting the
resolution process.

All reports are sent to DVBA head office for processing.

Alternative Procedure
Reporting officials may opt for an alternative procedure for minor offenses, expediting the
resolution process.

If deemed suitable, DVBA forwards the report directly to the Tribunal Panel for assessment.

The Tribunal Panel will determine, purely based off the report, whether there will be a
suspension, good behaviour bond or not guilty verdict.

The Tribunal Panel will send the determination back to DVBA, who will inform the club and
individual of the findings.

If the individual does not agree with the verdict, they may appeal, which will then lead to a
Tribunal Hearing.

Tribunal Hearings
In cases requiring a Tribunal Hearing, DVBA notifies all relevant parties of the hearing details,
including date, time, and location.
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Hearings are usually held on a weeknight and involve the tribunal panel assessing all the
reports and statements, asking questions of the reporting, and reported person, and coming to
a determination.

Hearings typically involve the reported individual, their parents (if underage), the reporting
individual, and any pertinent witnesses.

Despite the potentially stressful nature of hearings, DVBA ensures accessibility and fairness,
guided by experienced panel members.
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