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Proposed Bylaw Addition and Alterations 

 

“External Player Homegrown Status” Addition 

External Homegrown Player Eligibility 

1. An external player refers to any individual who has played basketball at another association 

and has not previously participated in the NJBL.  

2. Any external player participating in their first season within the Northern Junior Basketball 

League (NJBL) shall not be considered a Homegrown Player for a period of twelve (12) 

months or two (2) consecutive NJBL seasons, whichever is greater. 

3. An external player will obtain Homegrown Status once they have completed two full 

consecutive seasons with the same clubs in the NJBL. 

4. Players who transfer to another club before completing two consecutive seasons will reset 

their Homegrown eligibility period upon joining the new club. 

5. Any player who has never played basketball before (including at any other association) will 

automatically be granted home grown status. 

RATIONALE 

This bylaw is designed to maintain competitive balance across the NJBL by preventing stronger or 

higher-graded teams from rapidly strengthening their rosters through the addition of external 

talented new players after only one season. It encourages clubs to prioritise player development 

and retention rather than short-term recruitment advantages. 

Additionally, this update provides a clear definition for how players entering the NJBL from external 

competitions or associations are classified, ensuring consistent treatment across all clubs and 

preventing ambiguity around their Homegrown status. 
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Transfer Restrictions (U8 to U14 Age Groups/Separate to U16s & Up) 

1. For all teams competing in the Under 8 to Under 14 age groups, a maximum of two (2) 

transferred players may be added to any team in a single Season. 

2. For teams competing in the Under 16 age group and above, one of the following will be 

allowed per team: 

o a maximum of two (2) restricted players may be added to any team in a Season.  

o A maximum of three (3) total players may be added to any team in a season (1 

restricted & 2 non - restricted) 

o A maximum of four (4) players may be added as long as the following criteria has 

been met. 

• None of the transfers have played VJBL in the last 24 months. 

• A maximum of 2 transfers from one club to come across.  

  

RATIONALE 

The intent of these bylaws is to promote competitive balance and protect the integrity of team 

formation across all NJBL age groups. By limiting the number of transferred and restricted players, 

the rules prevent teams from gaining an unfair advantage through excessive recruitment, 

particularly in the younger age groups (U8–U14) where player development and participation 

enjoyment are the primary focus. 

For older age groups (U16 and above), a greater degree of flexibility is provided to reflect the 

evolving nature of participation at that level. Players in these age groups are often motivated by 

both competition and social connection, and the ability to transfer to play with friends can support 

continued engagement in the sport. 

This framework supports both retention and fairness — allowing genuine player movement and 

social connection, while maintaining oversight to protect the integrity and spirit of the NJBL 

competition. 
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U8s Fill in Alteration after JDCC Meeting vote 

Fill-In Player Rule 

1. General Rule (All age groups except Under 8s) 

A fill-in player may only participate when a team has fewer than 6 available allocated 

players. 

o Teams may only use enough fill-ins to reach a maximum of 6 players for that game. 

o Example: If a team has 3 allocated players available, they may use a maximum of 3 

eligible fill-ins. 

o A fill-in player may participate in a maximum of 3 games per season. 

2. Under 8s Exception 

Due to differing participation and development models in the U8 age group, an Under 8 

team is permitted to use fill-ins until they reach a maximum of 7 players for that game. 

o All other conditions regarding eligibility and maximum games (3 per season) still 

apply. 

 

Rationale  

The Under 8 competition is designed as a participation-focused and developmental age group. At 

this level, the priority is ensuring all children are able to play, learn the basics of the game, and enjoy 

a positive basketball experience. Allowing teams to use fill-ins up to a maximum of 7 players 

supports this philosophy by: 

• Ensuring games can proceed with adequate numbers 

• Reducing the likelihood of forfeits that negatively impact the children 

• Promoting equal involvement, fun, and inclusion for early-stage participants 

Because of these participation goals, the U8 competition operates under a modified rule compared 

with all other age groups. 

 

  

 


