DIAMOND VALLEY BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION

SOCIAL MEDIA CODE OF CONDUCT

1. Power and responsibility of social media

Posts, comments, images and interactions via platforms (Facebook, Instagram, X, TikTok, etc.)
can promote our sport and community, but can also cause harm when misused. Negative or
abusive conduct damages individuals, and reflects poorly on the club/association.

2. No criticism of internal or external stakeholders

Do not use social media to publicly criticise teammates, coaches, officials, administrators,
volunteers, parents, or opposition. Always pause and ask: Would | be comfortable if this was
read broadly?

3. Assume posts can become public

Even if you postin a private group or message, others may see, screenshot, or forward it. Always
act as though your audience is wide.

4. Promote positivity

Use social media to highlight achievements, acknowledge effort, support teammates, build
club culture, and share results and milestones.

5. Respect & dignhity must be maintained

Treat others online as you would in person. No sarcasm, innuendo, or tone that can be
demeaning or misunderstood.

6. When unclear, don’t post

If you have any doubts, hold off. It’s better to be safe.

7. Zero tolerance for discriminatory or hateful content

Homophobic, racist, sexist, ableist, religious, gender-based or any discriminatory or harassing
remarks or content are absolutely prohibited. Such conduct may result in immediate
disciplinary action, removal from teams, suspension, or expulsion.



8. Legal & disciplinary consequences

The new Online Safety Amendment (Social Media Minimum Age) Act 2024 mandates that, from
10 December 2025, social media platforms must take “reasonable steps” to prevent under-16s
from holding accounts.

Under Australian civil law, defamatory posts, harassment, or repeated abuse may invite legal
action or complaints under anti-discrimination/vilification statutes.

If a breach involves a minor, the club/association may notify parents/guardians.

9. Violations

Violations of this policy may lead to tribunal hearings, suspension, removal from teams, or
other penalties as determined by the club or association.

10. Your digital identity is your brand

What you post shapes how others perceive you—potential teammates, coaches, clubs,
selectors, sponsors. Be mindful. Let your online presence reflect your best self.

For more resources, please visit the below links.
www.esafety.gov.au

www.childsafe.org.au/help-for-families/e-safety-online/

Staying safe online | Internet safety tips | Kids Helpline
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